
Pre-reading skills
Presentation for Parents July 2025



Our vision is for every child to make the best possible progress.



School Website

The presentation has been added to this page of the website.



Pre-reading skills are the skills children need in order to help 
them to become a reader. 

Many of these skills are learnt naturally, during the course of 
childhood, at home and in the nursery or preschool 
environment.

What are pre-reading skills?



What research tells us…

• Children’s brains experience the most growth in their first five years. In these early 
years, stimulation from books, and using books, stories and rhymes as a focus for 
playing, talking, and singing enhances the cognitive, physical, social, and emotional 
growth and development of children that extends far beyond childhood.

• We know that if children experience early shared reading they are more likely to 
continue to read as they grow up. Reading for pleasure in the early years has four 
times more powerful impact on a child’s progress across the curriculum at age 16 
than parental education or socioeconomic status.

• Children with strong pre-reading skills are more likely to become fluent readers by 
age 7.



Typical language skills development



End of Reception - Early learning goal

• Children at the expected level of development will: Say a sound for each 
letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs; - Read words consistent 
with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending; - Read aloud simple 
sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge, 
including some common exception words. 

• Children at the expected level of development will: Demonstrate 
understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and 
narratives using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary; -
Anticipate – where appropriate – key events in stories; - Use and 
understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about 
stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems and during role-play.



End of Year 1 - Phonics screening check

• The checks consist of 40 words and non-words that your child will be 
asked to read one-on-one with a teacher. Non-words (or nonsense 
words, or pseudo words) are a collection of letters that will follow 
phonics rules your child has been taught, but don’t mean anything –
your child will need to read these with the correct sounds to show 
that they understand the phonics rules behind them.



End of Year 2 – Key Stage One assessment
No longer statutory 

• The pupil can: read accurately most words of two or more syllables, read 
most words containing common suffixes, read most common exception 
words.

• In age-appropriate books, the pupil can: read most words accurately 
without overt sounding and blending, and sufficiently fluently to allow 
them to focus on their understanding rather than on decoding individual 
words, sound out most unfamiliar words accurately, without undue 
hesitation. 

• In a book that they can already read fluently, the pupil can: check it makes 
sense to them, correcting any inaccurate reading, answer questions and 
make some inferences, explain what has happened so far in what they have 
read.



6 areas have been identified as pre-reading 
skills:

1. Print motivation

2. Print awareness

3. Phonological awareness

4. Vocabulary

5. Narrative skills

6. Letter knowledge 



1. Print motivation

Being excited about and interested in books

What can you do?   

• Make sure book sharing time is fun. 

• For children with short attention spans, keep it short, but read more often. 

• Read books you enjoy. 

• Choose books about things that interest the child. 

• Read with a natural, but cheerful voice.

• Be a role model.  



2. Print awareness

Understanding that print on a page represents words that are spoken, 
knowing how to follow words on a page, and knowing how to hold a book. 

What can you do? 

• Allow children to handle the book and turn pages. 

• Use your finger to point out words as you move across the page. 

• Pointing out signs in your environment. 

• Read books with large bold print. 

• Introduce the cover and talk about the author and illustrator.



3. Phonological awareness 

Understanding that words are made up of smaller sounds.  Hearing and playing with smaller sounds in words. 
Phonological Awareness comes before phonics.

What can you do? 

• Encourage your baby to babble, changing the beginning sounds. 

• Sing songs.  

• Clap along with the song.  

• Use rhythm sticks and shakers. 

• Do action rhymes.  

• Learn nursery rhymes.  

• For older children, substitute a non-rhyming word in  place of the rhyming word and see if they notice the 
difference. 

• Read books with rhyming texts. 

• Play “Say it fast; say it slow.”  Butterfly  Butt er fly   Turtle   Tur tle



4. Vocabulary 

Knowing the names of things, feelings, concepts, and 
ideas. Knowing the meaning of words and connecting 
words to objects, events, or concepts in the world. 

What can you do? 

• Any book will help with this, but choosing ones with 
words not used in daily conversation and nonfiction 
books are especially helpful. 

• Label things.



5. Narrative skills

Being able to describe things and events.  Being able to tell and understand stories. 

What can you do? 

• Talk with children about what you are doing.  

• Ask them “What?” or other open-ended questions that cannot be answered with a simple “Yes” 
or “No.” 

• Ask, “What happens next?” 

• Allow young children time to respond.  

• Be patient. 

• Tell stories. 

• Encourage pretend play. 

• Let them help you tell flannel board stories. 

• Read stories with a beginning, middle, and end. 



6. Letter knowledge   

Understanding that letters are different from each other.  Recognizing letters and 
knowing that they have different names and sounds. 

What can you do? 

• Let babies play with shapes. 

• Allow children to handle letter shapes. 

• Learn the alphabet song. 

• Read alphabet books and books about shapes. 

• Books where you have to find things. 

• Help your child identify the first letter in his/her name.  

• Then find that letter in books, on signs, and other things in the environment. 









Great Baddow Library





Phonics meeting

• TBC – September 


