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Parent workshop: Phonics and early reading

Teach reading: 
change lives



A love of reading is the biggest indicator 

of future academic success.
OECD (The Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development)



How many times have you 
already read today?



Our school has chosen 
Little Wandle Letters and 
Sounds Revised as our 
systematic, synthetic phonics 
(SSP) programme to teach 
early reading and spelling.

Little Wandle Letters and Sounds Revised



Little Wandle

Phonics 
lessons in 
school

Reading 
sessions 
in school

Reading 
at home



Phonics



making connections between the sounds 

of our spoken words and the letters that 

are used to write them down.

Phonics is:



Terminology 

Phoneme Split vowel digraph 

Grapheme Blend 

Digraph Segment

Trigraph



Blending to read words



Teaching order 



Gradually your child learns the entire 
alphabetic code:



How we make learning stick 



Reading and spelling



Reading and spelling 



shell
chef

special

And all the different ways to write 
the phoneme sh:

caption
mansion
passion



Tricky words 



• Say the word.

• Segment the sounds.

• Count the sounds.

• Write them down.

Spelling



Reading in school



Reading practice sessions are: 

• timetabled three times a week 

• taught by a trained teacher or 
teaching assistant

• taught in groups.

How do we teach reading in books?



We use assessment to match your 
child the right level of book



This means that your child should: 

• Know all the sounds and tricky words in 
their phonics book well

• Read many of the words by silent 
blending (in their head) – their reading 
will be automatic

• Only need to stop and sound out about 
5% of the words by the time they bring 
the book home – but they should be 
able to do this on their own.

Reading a book at the right level



Reading at home



Reading a book and chatting had a positive 
impact a year later on children’s ability to…

• understand words and sentences

• use a wide range of vocabulary

• develop listening comprehension skills.

The amount of books children were exposed to 
by age 6 was a positive predictor of their reading 
ability two years later.

The most important thing you can 
do is read with your child

Parental involvement in the development of children’s reading skills: A five-year longitudinal study (2002) Senechal, M. and Lefvre, J



Books going home



The sharing book is for YOU to read:
• Make the story sound as exciting as you can by 

changing your voice.

• Talk with your child as much as you can:

o Introduce new and exciting language

o Encourage your child to use new vocabulary

oMake up sentences together

o Find different words to use

oDescribe things you see.

Read to your child



• Your child will bring home a reading 
book. This book will be a book they 
have already read and practiced in 
school. 

• This book will provide the 
opportunity for your child to apply 
their phonics learning.

• If your child needs help with this 
book encourage them to segment 
and blend the word. They will need 
to look for individual sounds or 
digraphs to help them. 

Listening to your child read the phonics book



One of the greatest gifts adults can 

give is to read to children 
Carl Sagan





From the homepage choose:

*Parents

*Curriculum support for parents

*Reading

Reading | Baddow Hall Infant School

Baddow Hall Infant School Website

https://www.baddowhallinfant.co.uk/reading/


TEACHING FOR MASTERY

Mastering Number –
Maths in EYFS



Why Do We Use Mastering Number?

We aim for all children to leave KS1 with confidence and fluency in number 
and that starts here.

We build firm foundations in early maths.

We develop children’s oracy skills by using stem sentences and talking to talk 
partners.

fluency
Mastering Number improves children’s confidence with number.

flexiblilty

All children learn together at the same pace.



What Do We Teach in Maths?

Elements:

• Subitising

• Counting, ordinality and cardinality

• Composition

• Comparison



Subitising

Subitising: recognising small quantities without needing to count them all
(seeing and knowing).



Counting, Ordinality and Cardinality

Counting: saying number words in sequence, tagging each object with one 
number word, knowing the last number counted gives the total so far.

Ordinality: where numbers come in the number 
system and their relationship to each other.

Cardinality: refers to the quantity of things it 
represents, e.g. the numerosity, ‘howmanyness’, 
or ‘threeness’ of three.

Staircase Patterns are 
used to teach ordinality



Composition

Understanding that one number can be made up from (composed from) two 
or more smaller numbers.

Including:
• Part–whole: identifying smaller numbers within a number (the whole is 3, 2 

is a part and 1 is a part)
• A number can be partitioned into different pairs of numbers
• A number can be partitioned into more than two numbers
• Number bonds: knowing which pairs make a given number (5 is made of 3 

and 2, 3 and 2 make 5).



Comparison

Understanding that comparing numbers involves knowing which numbers are 
worth more or less than each other.

Including: 
• More than/less than
• Identifying groups with the same number of things



How Do We Teach Maths?

Using gesture to help to link children’s learning.

Using stem sentences, for example: There are 5 fingers on my hand.

Using resources : 

Rekenrek Ten Frame

Hungarian Dice Frame



Any questions?


